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OCI No, 3450/63

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Office of Current Intelligence
10 December 1963

CURRENT INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Developments in Countries on the Counter-
Insurgency List

1. 1laos

Laotian Army and neutralist anti-Commu-
nist forces, buoyed by recent Successes, are con-
tinuing to exert pressure on Pathet Lao forces in
horthern and central Laos, In the Plaine des
Jarres area, army troops have Surrounded the town
of Xieng Khouang and appear intent on its capture,
while skirmisheg continue between Communist and
Meo forces in the surrounding area. In central
Laos, the army--supported by right-wing and

2, South Vietnanm

The total number of Viet Cong incidents
continues to decline from the high of the week
following the coup but is still higher than the
weekly average last year. Attacks. gince late Novem-
ber have reflected more deliberate blanning and
execution, however, and have been more productive
to the Communists, Government weapons losses con-
tinue at a high rate, totaling 374 ag against Viet
Cong losses of 88 last week, '

3., Iraq
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fighting is continuing in Kurdistan, although on a
reduced scale due to winter weather, and the new
government appears determined to carry on the war.
The Kurds do not appear to have been able to take
advantage of the political confusion of the past
few weeks to regain the initiative lost to the army
last summer.

4, Dominican Republic

Dominician Government forces have neutral-
ized three bands of guerrillas directed by the pro-
Castro 14th of June Political Group (APCJ), but
efforts to crush a fourth group of 40-80 men appear
to be at least temporarily bogged down. Rumors that
two additional guerrilla fronts exist have not been
confirmed. Apparently the insurgents were surprised
in their mountain hide-outs before they were fully
prepared to begin harassment of government troops.
The guerrilla movement, reportedly planned to demon-
strate the present government's "instability)" has
so far failed to attract significant support from
local peasants and dissident military elements. The
rebels may also anticipate receiving direct assist-
ance from Cuba 1f they can establish a firm foot-
hold. The Dominican Government appears to have con-
tained this particular uprising for the time being.
However, all but one of the important political
parties in the country oppose the government as uncon-

stitutional, and failure to wipe out all guerrilla
elements promptly could result in new and larger

insurgent operations.
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6. Venezuela
e man

Terrorist activities of the Armed Forces
of National Liberation (FALN) have subsided since
the elections on 1 December, but FALN leaders con-
tinue to threaten a new upsurge of terrorism and
guerrilla activity,

FALN attacks on British-connected prop-
erties, including the British Embassy and the €M
bassy of Trinidad and Tobago, have continued with
1ittle.damage. Attacks on these targets are in
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